This Week’s Bible Study:

ESSENTIALS IN SIMPLY FOLLOWING JESUS

8. “Investing In the Eternal!”                   

Study Guide for:  October 27-28, 2007                                       Scripture:  II Corinthians 9:6-15         

Theme:  “Because of the generosity of God, believers will always be rich enough to be generous!”                           

READ IT:

Make no mistake about it, to be followers of Jesus Christ means that we are not only blessed by God, but we also are meant to be blessings.  God didn’t create us and give us new life in Christ just to consume resources—to eat, breathe, take up space only to die and go to heaven.  God designed us to make a difference with our lives by making available our time, and our energy and our talents—but also our resources.

As we have been discovering in this series of studies, to be a Jesus follower means responding to Him not only for our salvation through Jesus’ death and resurrection, but also to become obedient to Him as our Lord or “boss”.  That obedience shows itself when we make ourselves available for His mission and ministry.  But service starts in our minds through transformed thinking.  We begin to think more about others than about ourselves.  We begin to think more like stewards or managers of God’s gifts rather than being the owners  We realize that Jesus is the owner and we are His managers. 

To become a faithful follower of Jesus, means that you are going to have to settle the issue of money in your life.  Jesus said, “no servant can serve two masters…you cannot serve God and money.”  Your money has great power to be a blessing, but money also has the greatest potential to replace God in your life.  When Jesus becomes your Master, and you begin to see life’s issues through His eyes, you will view your financial resources as God’s blessings to be available for God’s opportunities.

In this week’s scripture, the Apostle Paul gives reasons why we Christians need to be generous in our giving.  God’s generosity assures that we will always have enough to be generous.                                 

KNOW:

1 By using the illustration of sowing and reaping, what key point is Paul making? (9:6)                                                             
· Is it correct to conclude from this, that if you give God $100, you will receive $1000? Why or why not?

2 With what attitude ought Christians to be givers? (9:7)

3 What promise does God give to believers who give generously and why is this promise important?  (9:8-11)     

· How does giving generously increase one’s faith in God?

4 How is thanksgiving to God increased when Christians give generously?  (9:11-13)  Who receives the thanks?

5 How is generous giving contagious and what ought always to be the motivation?      (9:14-15)

BE:

1 Why would God love a cheerful giver over one who gives grudgingly?                                                     
2 What does this passage teach us about accountability?                                                                                 
3 How can grudging givers become more cheerful givers?  What would you recommend?                                                       
4 How does the promise in verse 8, encourage you to become more generous in your giving?
DO:

1 If consistent giving has not been part of your values, with what amount would you be willing to begin in your giving to God’s work?

2 If you have been a giver, what  percent increase would you be willing to make to become  a more generous giver?                                          
